Retail Shellfish
What is shellstock?
Raw, in-shell molluscan shellfish. (Oysters,
clams, mussels, etc.)
What is shucked shellfish?
Molluscan shellfish that have one or both shells
removed.
Where do I find specific rules about shellfish in
the Texas Food Establishment Rules?
25 TAC 228.63 and 25 TAC 228.64
Identification of Shucked Shellfish:
Raw shucked shellfish must be obtained in
containers which bear a legible label that
identifies the name, address, and certification
number of the shucker-packer. The label must
also include the “sell by” date for packages of
less than one-half gallon or the date shucked
for packages larger than one-half gallon.
Identification of Shellstock:
Each container of shellstock must have the
certified shellfish Dealer’s tag with required
harvest information (see picture of example
tag below). The tags must have the following
information in order: Dealer’s
name/address/certification number, original
shipper’s certification number, date of harvest,
harvest location, type and quantity of shellfish,
statement “This tag is required to be attached
until container is empty or retagged and
thereafter kept on file for 90 days”.

Removal From the Original Container for
Display:
For dispensing to the consumer, shucked
shellfish or shellstock may be removed from
the original container and displayed on
drained ice or held in a display container if:
 The required label or tag information is
retained and correlated to the dates
when the shellfish is sold and served; and
 The products are protected from
contamination.
Commingling
Commingling (combining shellstock) of
shellstock is prohibited, except containers of
shellstock harvested on the same day and
from the same growing area with the same
certification number may be combined.
Record Keeping Requirements:
A shellstock tag must remain on the shellstock
container until the container is empty and
must be retained for 90 calendar days. The
record keeping system for maintaining
shellstock tags must be an orderly,
chronological system that correlates with the
dates of product sale or service and is
acceptable to the regulatory authority. (See
picture of example record keeping system
below).

