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a game-changer

Page: 4B

DICK COLLIER

BY THE STAR-TELEGRAM EDITORIAL BOARD

No one had a better Christmas than Paul Ballard and
Bob Baulsir. They got a shiny new train set.
Not a toy one, either.
Ballard and Baulsir, the heads of the Trinity Metro
transit agency, this week are rolling out the highly anticipated new TEXRail train from downtown Fort
Worth to DFW Airport. The rollout begins with a special VIP trip for area leaders Monday, followed by the
start of public service on Saturday, Jan. 5.
Ballard, Trinity’s outgoing president and CEO, and
Baulsir, the incoming one and current senior vice president, believe TEXRail will do nothing less than usher in
a new day in Texas transportation .
If all goes well, it may be the game-changer they
predict.
It’s the first rail service from Tarrant County to what
is one of the busiest airports in the world. It will take
much of the stress out of going there — and most of the
cost: After providing service totally free of charge for
the rest of January, TEXRail fares will then be but $2.50
each way.
It’s not just for flyers. Commuters, diners and tourists
at one stop in Grapevine and two in North Richland
Hills will have a new way to get to downtown Fort
Worth and back — and there are some 62,000 jobs at
DFW to get to, as well. One car will be designated as a
quiet car — no yakking on the phone — for those commuters immersed in reading and work.
TEXRail trains are also reputedly state-of-the-art.
The train cars are “articulated” to afford riders effortless passage among them. Stadler Rail of Bussnang,
Switzerland, is said to have made the trains, and many
others like them in Europe, to feel like streetcars with
smooth rides, but with level-entry requiring no steps.
Trinity Metro did choose to trade out the ski racks for
bike racks, which is probably the best choice for this
climate.
Baulsir predicts TEXRail will become the new model
for rail in Texas and beyond — as evidenced by the fact
that transportation officials from across the country
have already been here to see it for themselves.
“They’re just completely impressed,” Baulsir says. “I
really think this is what everybody else in Texas is going
to want to do.”
Initially trains will board at their two terminals — Fort
Worth’s T&P Station and DFW’s Terminal B — every
hour. Eventually, weekday rush hour departures will be
30 minutes apart. The ride from Fort Worth’s ITC Station to DFW will take about 48 minutes.
TEXRail, four years in the making, cost $1.034 billion, $500 million of which is federal funding. The
service will feature five trains to start, and ultimately a
total of eight of the trains, which are assembled in Utah
out of 72 percent domestic content.
If Trinity Metro officials are right about how metamorphic TEXRail will be — and we sincerely hope they
are — then this will be as much about transformation as
transportation.
Since most crossings on the line will be federally
designated quiet zones, TEXRail won’t have to blow its
horn much.
From all signs, it won’t have to. Passengers may do
that plenty.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ABOUT THIS
$5 BILLION PRICE TAG
Whether you are for the
border wall or not, its cost
is a non-issue. The government is shut down over
the president’s demand
for $5 billion. Consider
that the government is
paying close to $1 billion
per day on interest on the
federal debt.
This $5 billion is a drop
in the bucket as far as the
federal budget goes.
So when you hear Congress fighting over a few
billion dollars, realize it’s
a political argument, not a
fiscal one.

– Carter Mahanay,
Burleson

LEADERSHIP? NO, JUST
FOLLOWING ALONG
In his Dec. 26 column,
“We succeeded in Syria.
Now it’s time to leave”
(13A) Ret. Lt. Gen. Keith
Kellogg claims President
Donald Trump’s leadership defeated ISIS in
Syria.
Aside from the fact that
ISIS is greatly weakened
but not 100 percent defeated (and probably never will be), the Trump
administration’s policy in

Syria has been (until last
week) to continue what
was working well already
— namely, continuing the
Obama administration’s
policies.
Now, it was stupid of
President Barack Obama
to declare lines in the sand
that he wouldn’t enforce.
But the basic structure,
tactics and strategy of the
coalition in Syria have
been in place since long
before the election of
2016.
Methinks the general is
just using flattery to try
and move up in the Trump
administration. He’d better move quickly, because
they will all be moving out
in January 2020.

– Eugene Chandler,
Arlington

IT’S TIME TO END
WHAT SEEMS ENDLESS
I’m going to praise President Donald Trump for a
second. He’s right: We’ve
been fighting other countries’ wars for too long.
It’s time they stepped up
for themselves.
Notably, Trump’s action
goes against the advice of
his generals, who said,
“Mr. President, we just
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need a little more time.”
Enough.
We’ve been at war in
the Middle East and Afghanistan for more than 17
years. Most high school
kids have never known an
America at peace. Think
about that for a second.
How much more time
do we need? We fight one,
then the next, then the
next, and so on.
You know the saying,
“When you’re a hammer,
every problem looks like a
nail.” Sadly, we are making more enemies, not
fewer, by engaging in
perpetual wars. And we
are draining our treasury
while doing it.
Yes, I am liberal, but I
do not wish for the president’s failure. His failure
is our nation’s failure.
Pray for peace.

– Michael
Evangelista-Ysasaga,
Fort Worth

A BASIC CONCEPT NOW
FORGOTTEN?
Some opponents of
Tarrant County Republican Party Vice Chairman
Shahid Shafi say they
don’t mind his being Muslim — they just fear Mus-
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