Cropped page

Star Telegram, 12/30/2018

Page: 1A

S U N DAY

TEXRAIL

A quick primer about
new passenger train line
BY GORDON DICKSON

gdickson@star-telegram.com
FORT WORTH

There are a lot of misconceptions out there about North
Texas’ newest passenger rail
line, TEXRail.

The commuter train service
officially opens to the public Jan.
5, connecting downtown Fort
Worth to North Richland Hills,
Grapevine and DFW Airport.
“I think one of the biggest
misconceptions is that TEXRail
is light rail rather than a commuter rail line,” said Laura

Hanna, spokeswoman for
Trinity Metro, the local transit
organization building the passenger train service. “Another is
people don’t think it will run on
Sundays.”
Metroplex residents are likely
to hear a lot of media coverage
about TEXRail, beginning Mon-

day (New Year’s Eve day), when
dignitaries from cities with stations on the line will take part in
a celebratory ride, ending with
music and refreshments at DFW
Airport.
So, for those who aren’t sure
about where and how often the
trains will run, and what kind of

E1

service they will provide, here
are five things to know about
TEXRail:
A Around the clock effort —
It’s much more comprehensive
than the Trinity Railway Express, which doesn’t run Sundays. TEXRail trains will operate seven days a week, with
eastbound service going from
3:17 a.m. to 12:17 a.m. and westbound from 4:55 a.m. to 1:46
a.m.
A Affordable — A one-way trip
from downtown Fort Worth to
DFW Airport Terminal B will be
$2.50. A day pass to use all
trains and buses within Tarrant
County (including TEXRail) will
be $5. For those who want to
SEE RAILS, 4A

COTTON BOWL A ROMP FOR CLEMSON

LOCAL

COLORFUL MURAL
APPROVED AFTER
BACKLASH

A Keller merchant who
wanted a display of
“peace, love and respect”
on her building wins
dispute with city. 1B

BUD KENNEDY

THE CASE FOR
BETO RUNNING

MICHAEL AINSWORTH AP

Clemson players celebrate on the trophy stand after their 30-3 win against Notre Dame in the Cotton Bowl on Saturday at AT&T
Stadium in Arlington. The victory in the first of Saturday’s College Football Playoff semifinals sends Clemson to the championship
game on Jan. 7 in Santa Clara, Calif. For more Cotton Bowl coverage, turn to Page 1C.

Can O’Rourke beat
Donald Trump in Texas?
That seems to be the way
he could help Democrats
the most. 1B

Disabled victim of jailed
‘Sweetheart Swindler’ still
being targeted, sister says
BY DEANNA BOYD

dboyd@star-telegram.com
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Douglas Wingo once carved

Marine. He has muscle spasms,
memory loss and early dementia.
“He’s in pretty rough shape.
1/4/2019
He’s by himself all
the time,”
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COURTESY OF TRINITY METRO
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transfer to Dallas trains —
and that will be super-easy
to do at DFW Airport,
where TEXRail will serve
Terminal B and DART’s
Orange Line is a short
walk away at Terminal A
— a regional day pass will
be $12. Cheaper fares are
available for seniors, chil-
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dren and people with
disabilities.
A Smooth ride — Trinity
Metro bought its rail cars
from Stadler Rail of Bussnang, Switzerland. These
vehicles are built to give
riders the feeling of a
street car, although they
have safety features to
operate on freight tracks
(including the TEXRail
line). They have level
boarding, so people with
strollers or wheelchairs

can easily come aboard.
A “Shhh!” quiet — Most
crossings along the railroad line will be federally
designated quiet zones,
meaning it’s safe for the
train operator to go
through the intersection
without blowing the horn
(although the operator can
sound the horn for unexpected obstacles, such
as a person or animal on
the tracks). This will be
particularly important in

Colleyville, where some
residents opposed TEXRail and many expensive
homes were built near the
tracks.
A New neighborhoods —
North Richland Hills and
Grapevine both have ambitious plans to build transit-oriented development
around their stations.

Gordon Dickson:
817-390-7796, @gdickson
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EXTENDED HOURS: Sun 10AM-7PM • Mon 10AM-6PM • T

OUR MOST POPULAR OFFER IS BACK. HURRY IN BEFOR
1/4/2019 2:19:12 PM

