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TEXRail’s
on-again,
off-again
opening
is back on
BY GORDON DICKSON

gdickson@star-telegram.com
FORT WORTH

After three days of delays,
TEXRail has been cleared to
carry riders from downtown
Fort Worth to DFW Airport and
will open to the public Thursday
morning.
Trinity Metro, the agency that
built the 27-mile commuter rail
line, on Monday afternoon received the federal approval it
had been waiting for.
“Trinity Metro has received
word from the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) that the
entire 27-mile TEXRail route
has been approved for passenger service. We expect to begin
full service from the T&P Station to DFW Airport’s Terminal
B on Thursday, Jan. 10,” Trinity
Metro officials said in a statement just before 4 p.m. Monday.
On Friday, Trinity Metro
officials abruptly canceled plans
to open the rail line to the public
Saturday after a signal problem
occurred while federal officials
SEE TEXRAIL, 6A

Fort Worth Police Chief Joel Fitzgerald tells those attending a City Council meeting at Fort Worth’
will not engage in racial profiling.
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Community members and
officials ride part of the TEXRail
line during a celebratory first run
on Dec. 31.

Copyright 2019 Olive Software

Manager David Cooke sai
city had been patient thro
his application to Baltimo
and would now give him t
with his family.
“When the time is right
Chappa, the assistant city
ger, and I will sit down an
make sure the commitme
there,” Cooke said. “I thin
that’s purely through actio
Fitzgerald’s son underw
brain surgery Friday and w
scheduled for a second su
Tuesday. The Rev. Kyev T
tum, president of the Sout

wind gusts as high as 20

the pollen out of the air.

Star Telegram, 1/8/2019

and out of your hair.

Cropped page

TEXRAIL
ment. “We are testing
each piece of hardware to
make sure that all components are working properly before we begin passenger service.”
Fort Worth Mayor Betsy
Price was fielding media
questions about the TEXRail delay Monday afternoon when she got word
that the commuter line
had received final federal
approval.
“That’s exciting news,”
she said, adding that she
intends to take the train to
DFW Airport next time
she needs to travel on city
business.
The rail line will connect downtown Fort
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FITZGERALD
Tatum said he believed
Fitzgerald had growing
support in Fort Worth and
that the chief’s community-based policing system
had gained trust and confidence from many residents.
“We know how much
progress we’ve made under his leadership,” Tatum
said, adding that his possible departure had been
unsettling. “We know
what we had, we didn’t
know what we were going
to get.”
Manny Ramirez, president of the police officers
association, said the department would “wrap our
arms around” Fitzgerald
as his family goes through
a tough time. News the
department’s top officer
might depart created uncertainty, he said, but a
clear vision going forward
would resolve that.
“Our city deserves commitment, our department
deserves commitment,”
he said.
Fort Worth Mayor Betsy
Price, who described the
situation with Fitzgerald
as “unconventional,” and
city council members who
spoke to the Star-Telegram said they would

address Fitzgerald’s commitment to Fort Worth at
an unspecified time later.
“First and foremost, our
attention and prayers are
with Chief Fitzgerald, his
son and family,” Price
said in a written statement. “As mayor, I believe
this community and our
police department deserve
a fully committed chief of
police, as Chief Fitzgerald
has shown in the past.”
Though the city council
has direct oversight of a
few top positions, including the city manager, the
chief of police doesn’t
report to the council. The
position is hired through
the city manager and is
overseen by his office.
For that reason, councilwoman Gyna Bivens said
she would defer to the city
manager about questions
regarding Fitzgerald’s
position and résumé.
“We need to be accountable and that accountability will come
through the city manager,” Bivens said.
Councilwoman Kelly
Allen Gray said the city’s
focus should be on helping
the chief as he and his
family deal with their
son’s medical emergency.
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Party Chairman Darl East- man who heads the paron said O’Brien is deflect- ty’s Finance Committee.
ing the blame.
This dinner is the par“The issue she has
ty’s annual fundraiser,
brought up is what would
geared to raise money to
cause a drain in funding,” pay for GOP operating
he said. “The whole issue
expenses, such as rent for
is affecting fundraising.”
the headquarters and
Republicans discussed
grassroots outreach, such
behind 2019
closed doors
as get out the vote efforts.
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whether to remove Shafi
The high-profile event
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A section of TEXRrail that runs under Spur 280, pictured,
had to be certified by the the Federal Railroad
Administration before trains could travel under it.

Worth to stations in North
Richland Hills, Grapevine
and DFW Airport.
Officials from those
cities were caught off
guard by the postpone-

“I would ask that we
keep his family in our
prayers,” she said. “When
they move through this
trying season of their life
we can talk about how we
move forward.”
Councilwoman Ann
Zadeh agreed.
“As a mother I have a
lot of concern for him as a
father taking care of his
son,” she said. “That’s
where he needs to focus
now.”
Councilman Brian Byrd
said he would continue to
support Fitzgerald and
that the chief’s withdrawal
from the Baltimore job
“removed uncertainty
about where he’s planning
to be.”
“I’m looking forward to
working with the chief in
the new year,” he said.
Last week both The
Baltimore Sun and the
Star-Telegram found Fitzgerald overstated some of
his accomplishments in
Allentown and Fort Worth
in the résumé he submitted to Baltimore, including the reduction of
the crime rate and the
extent of body camera
programs under his tenure.
Asked about those discrepancies, Byrd said
Fitzgerald’s work here has
been satisfactory.
“I’m pleased with the
response we’ve had in

“This (Shafi) story has
gained national attention
and has put the party in a
bad light, all thanks to the
actions of a few.”
“Corporate donors, the
big donors, don’t want to
be associated with a party
that’s going in the direction of excluding people
based upon their religious
beliefs.”
If precinct chairmen
support Shafi, “then yes,
this can be turned
around,” Busby said. “We

first quarter.

promptly.
“Trinity Metro has been
open with us in communicating about TEXRail,”
Oscar Trevino, North
Richland Hills mayor, said
in an interview Monday
morning, before TEXRail
received final approval. “I
have to believe they aren’t
telling us more now because they don’t know.”
In 2013, the type of rail
cars used by TEXRail
came under fire for being
too light and modern for
their own good. The cars,
which are manufactured
by Stadler Rail of Bussnang, Switzerland, sometimes had trouble making
electrical connections with
the railroad tracks —
something known as
“shunting” in the rail
industry — which could
lead to incidents in which

the trains disappear from
dispatchers’ monitors or
fail to trigger railroad
crossing arms.
But officials from Stadler said the cars used for
TEXRail are an improved
version of their vehicle
that includes more wheels
and a better connection
with the tracks.
“I haven’t heard anything else. I assume that if
there were any major
concerns, we would be
aware of them,” said
Grapevine Mayor William
D. Tate, whose city raised
its sales tax to take part in
TEXRail and has a comprehensive transit-oriented development
planned for the city’s
historical downtown area.
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were in town to give final
approval for the rail line in
Northeast Tarrant County.
The cancellation came just
hours before the modern,
sleek trains were scheduled to begin hauling
passengers, creating confusion among prospective
riders who showed up
expecting the stations to
be open.
“On Friday afternoon,
Jan. 4, Trinity Metro discovered a signal issue that
interrupted train operations. We determined the
issue was caused by a
hardware installation
problem by our signal
contractor,” Trinity Metro
officials said in the state-

that occurs in several tu-

ment of TEXRail service,
but maintained that they
had no reason to doubt
that Trinity Metro would
get the glitches fixed, and
get the trains running
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Fort Worth City Manager David Cooke talks Monday
about Police Chief Joel Fitzgerald withdrawing his name
from consideration for a post in Baltimore.

District 3,” he said. The
Las Vegas Trail neighborhood in District 3 has
been the focus of city
efforts to reduce crime. “I
want to see more of the
same all over the city.”
Bivens said differences
between the local crime
report on federal data
could come down to timing and how crime is categorized.
“I focus on my district
where we did have a reduction in crime. Now it
seems to be trickling back
up,” she said. “I think it’s
pretty fluid and depends
on that moment in time.”
Fitzgerald, in his résumé, described “steep
decreases” in Fort Worth’s
crime rate, but that assess-

ment appears to be rosier
than what federal data
show.
Overall crime dropped
5.5 percent and the rate
for serious offenses fell 8
percent from 2015 to
2017, the most recent year
data is available, according to Fort Worth crime
reports. But FBI data show
that decline was fueled
largely in decreases in
thefts and burglaries.
Crime rate data from 2016
and 2017, the two full
years of Fitzgerald’s tenure, show overall violent
crime rose about 6 percent, the homicide rate
was up 9 percent and
aggravated assaults increased almost 8 percent.
Data for 2018 has not

cinct chairman. “I don’t
know how serious they
were about it, though.
“Regardless of the outcome, hopefully this
Thursday will be the end
of all of this,” he said.
“Either way I suspect
there will be hard feelings
and, I can’t believe I’m
about to say this, but contentious races for precinct
chair positions next year.”

delivered anonymously to
the Star-Telegram last
year showed that the effort to remove Shafi expanded. Others targeted
included Easton; a precinct chairman and area
leader, Kelly Canon; and a
precinct chairwoman who
is married to a Muslim,
Lisa Grimaldi Abdulkareem.
Some top Texas
Republicans — including
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, Land
AM
Commissioner George P.
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been released.
Cooke said that he
hadn’t reviewed the résumé Fitzgerald submitted
to Baltimore to know if
information was inaccurate. When Fitzgerald was
hired in Fort Worth in
October 2015, he was
“completely vetted” and
went through a lengthy
community input process,
Cooke said.
“We picked the right
police chief. We had the
right process,” Cooke
said.
Former Missouri City
mayor Allen Owen last
week called Fitzgerald an
an outstanding individual
and said that he remained
in high regard among
Missouri City officers and
leaders. Owen couldn’t
recall being contacted by
Fort Worth officials ahead
of his hiring here.
Fitzgerald would have
been Baltimore’s fourth
police commissioner in
the past year, and the fifth
in the past four years.
Owen said he believed
Fitzgerald applied to be
closer to his family in
Philadelphia.
Star-Telegram reporter
Mitch Mitchell contributed
to this report.
Luke Ranker:
817-390-7747,
@lrankerNEWS

cussing stripping delegates to the 2020 state
convention from Tarrant
County.
Many are concerned
about the fallout Thursday’s vote could bring.
“Tarrant County could
easily turn blue and this
display of bigotry and
exclusion is only giving
the democrats more ammo to use in 2020,” Busby
said. “We are the big tent
party and we don’t believe
in religious purity tests to

