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‘‘I HAVE NOT BEEN RULING MY
HOUSE WELL. I HAVE BEEN A
TERRIBLE HUSBAND AND FATHER.
Pastor Donnie Romero, in an announcement
about his resignation

FORT WORTH
A pastor known for calling

Orlando shooting victims at a gay
nightclub “scum” in 2016 has
been ousted from his Fort Worth
church for “sleeping with prosti-
tutes,” marijuana possession and

gambling, according to a fellow
pastor.
Pastor Donnie Romero of Sted-

fast Baptist Church resigned
Wednesday, said Steven An-
derson, a pastor at Romero’s
former church in Phoenix.
As of Friday, Romero had not

been charged with any crime by
Fort Worth police. Anderson also
said Romero has not been

charged with a crime.
Romero could not be reached

for comment Friday afternoon.
On Wednesday, Romero

addressed the Stedfast
congregation and said he was
leaving the church. The an-
nouncement was posted on the

church’s YouTube channel.
“I have not been ruling my

house well. I have been a terrible
husband and father,” Romero
said tearfully in the announce-
ment. “I’m the one at fault in this

Anti-LGBTQ pastor in
Fort Worth ousted for
‘sleeping with prostitutes’
BY KALEY JOHNSON
kjohnson@star-telegram.com

SEE PASTOR, 2A
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FORT WORTH
Fort Worth police chief Joel

Fitzgerald, in résumés submitted
for his job here and in Baltimore,
billed himself as a tactical crime
fighter with a focus on transpar-
ency and the community.

Although reviews of his résumé
by the Star-Telegram and the
Baltimore Sun show he overstated
some of his accomplishments in
Allentown and Fort Worth, Fit-
gerald’s account of his time in
Missouri City, Texas, appears to
check out.
“I can’t see anything that’s not

true, or a stretch,” former Mis-
souri City Mayor Allen Owen

said. “I think everything here is
factual.”
Fitzgerland is the finalist for the

police commissioner’s post in
Baltimore. His confirmation hear-
ing has been delayed.
Fort Worth city manager David

Cooke did not respond to emails
and phone messages on Friday. A
Fort Worth police department
spokesman said Thursday the

chief was unavailable for com-
ment and did not respond to
messages on Friday. Fitzgerald
also didn’t comment on reports in
The Baltimore Sun and Allentown
Morning Call.
Taking questions after formally

announcing her bid for re-election
on Thursday, Fort Worth Mayor

Fitzgerald overstated his
resume, analysis shows
BY LUKE RANKER
lranker@star-telegram.com

MAX FAULKNER mfaulkner@star-telegram.com

Fort Worth Police Chief Joel
Fitzgerald is the finalist for police
commissioner in Baltimore.SEE FITZGERALD, 4A

LOCAL

STORM PROJECTS
ON HOLD
The White House delays
releasing $16 billion in
storm protection funds,
prompting alarm in Texas
and Puerto Rico. 2A

LOCAL

SHERIFF’S SON
ARRESTED
The 23-year-old son of
Tarrant County Sheriff
Bill Waybourn is charged
with criminal trespassing
and theft. 6A

LOCAL

TSA AGENTS
CALLING IN SICK
Hundreds of TSA agents
call in sick at DFW and
other airports after
working without pay due
to the shutdown. 4A

FORT WORTH
Less than 12 hours before the

TEXRail commuter train serv-
ice was scheduled to open to
the public, officials have decid-
ed to postpone the opening
indefinitely, blaming the feder-
al shutdown.
Officials from Trinity Metro,

the local transit agency that
built the 27-mile line from
downtown Fort Worth to DFW

Airport, had said repeatedly
this week — and as recently as
late Friday morning — that the
line would at least partially
open Saturday no matter what.
But just after 5 p.m. Friday,

Trinity Metro president Paul
Ballard said the decision had
been made instead to postpone
the opening until the entire
27-mile rail line could function.
“... (A)s of 5 p.m. We have

been unable to get a decision
from FRA on tomorrow’s oper-
ations and we are postponing
startup until we get approval to

operate the entire TEXRail
line,” Ballard said in a text
message.
At issue is a small stretch of

new track under Spur 280, the
highway that leads from U.S.
287 and Interstate 30 to down-
town Fort Worth. A new rail-
road interchange has been built
there, but Trinity Metro hasn’t
yet received permission from
the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration to use the tracks. And,
because of the two-week-old
shutdown, Trinity Metro hasn’t
received the paperwork it ex-

pected to receive from the
federal agency.
As recently as 11 a.m. Friday,

Trinity Metro board chairman
Scott Mahaffey had said TEX-
Rail would at the very least
operate from the North Side
Station to DFW Airport, even if
it couldn’t use the small piece
of track that wasn’t yet federal-
ly certified to get passengers
into downtown Fort Worth. If
TEXRail had partially opened,
only the two stations in down-

TEXRail calls off plans to run
trains Saturday, citing shutdown

AMANDA MCCOY amccoy@star-telegram

Passengers exit the train at DFW North Station after taking the first celebratory ride of TEXRail service from North Side Station on Monday.

BY GORDON DICKSON
gdickson@star-telegram.com

SEE TRAINS, 6A



Star Telegram, 1/5/2019 Cropped page Page: 6A

Copyright 2019 Olive Software 1/7/2019 7:24:49 AM


